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THE  MONTANA  CENTENNIAL:  AN  EXCEPTIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR  STUDENTS 


The  1989  Centennial,  Montana's  100th  anniversary  of  statehood,  gives  the  education 
community  two  exceptional  opportunities:  to  involve  schools  in  local  or  statewide  Centen¬ 
nial  celebrations,  and  to  use  the  Centennial  as  a  springboard  for  learning. 

Through  the  many  projects  and  events  planned  for  1989,  Montanans  will  focus  on 
their  shared  history,  heritage,  and  hopes.  It  is  in  the  community — large  or  small,  urban  or 
rural — that  our  Centennial  celebration  will  have  its  greatest  meaning.  Schools  are  impor¬ 
tant  members  of  the  community,  and  they  should  be  active  participants  in  Centennial  cele¬ 
brations. 

The  Centennial  also  offers  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  integrate  into  the  curricu¬ 
lum  instructional  activities  to  help  young  Montanans  understand  and  appreciate  our  state. 
This  booklet  will  help  teachers  think  about  and  design  classroom  activities  in  different 
subject  areas  and  grade  levels.  Each  activity  is  presented  as  a  starting  point.  If  necessary, 
a  teacher  can  modify  or  adapt  the  ideas  for  his  or  her  own  grade  level  and  educational  goals. 

The  activities  will  help  students  learn  about  our  past,  something  about  themselves, 
and  how  all  of  us  can  affect  the  future  of  our  community  and  state. 


The  author,  Larry  Anderson,  wishes  to  acknowledge  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Hal  Steams  and  to  the 
Montana  Bicentennial  Commission  for  whom  Anderson  compiled  and  wrote  Your  Classroom  and  the 
Bicentennial.  This  booklet  is  a  revision  of  that  earlier  work. 
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GETTING  ORGANIZED 


BRAINSTORMING 

Hold  a  faculty  meeting  to  determine  how  your  school  identifies  with  the  Centennial.  Think  about  possible 
alternatives  for  a  statement  your  school  may  wish  to  make  during  the  Centennial  year. 

Agenda 

Make  a  list. 

What  could  happen  as  a  result  of  a  Centennial  celebration? 

What  would  you  like  to  change  or  improve? 

Be  realistic. 

What  might  occur  instead? 

What  elements  of  the  Centennial  do  you  wish  to  encourage? 

Brainstorm. 

What  would  you  like  to  do? 

Consider  topics  and  issues.  Topics  may  be  Montana  art,  domestic  art,  tools,  industry,  etc.  Issues  may  deal 
with  ecology,  political  events,  urbanization,  social  change. 

Select  something  that  can  become  a  reality. 

Define  your  objectives.  Broaden  the  implications  of  your  project. 

Why  is  it  worthy  of  your  time? 

What  can  you  learn  from  it? 

How  will  the  rest  of  your  community  benefit  from  it? 

Organize. 

Name  a  coordinator. 

Make  a  list  of  tasks. 

Set  up  a  progress  schedule. 

Distribute  responsibilities. 

List  possible  outside  resources. 

Set  up  the  next  meeting. 
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POOLING  INFORMATION 


Gather  interested  members  of  your  faculty  who  wish  to  work  together  on  Centennial  projects. 

First  Meeting 

1 .  Make  a  list  of  topics  that  teachers  would  like  to  study. 

2.  Divide  the  list  among  the  participants.  Ask  each  person  to  compile  a  few  pages  of  notes  on  each  topic 
assigned. 

3.  Arrange  to  meet  the  following  week. 

Second  Meeting 

1 .  Pass  out  copies  of  the  notes  or  outlines. 

2.  Review  them  quickly  one  by  one.  Hope  that  while  each  section  is  introduced,  teachers  will  take  note 
of  the  points  that  interest  them  the  most.  After  noting  these  few  particulars,  they  will  be  ready  to  begin 
planning. 

3.  Select  one  topic  and  begin  to  build.  Organize  the  information  into  one  or  several  interdisciplinary 
units  of  study. 

4.  Coordinate  a  working  schedule  for  presenting  the  units. 


DEFINING  THE  SCOPE  OF  THE  STUDY  AREAS 
One  way  to  approach  the  task  of  organizing  a  Centennial  unit  is  to  define  the  boundaries  of  your  group. 
Will  your  project  involve: 

1 .  A  single  class  as  a  separate  entity? 

2.  An  exchange  between  your  class  and  another  class? 

3.  The  entire  school  as  part  of  your  city  or  town? 


BUILDING  ON  MODELS 

Since  much  energy  and  time  are  required  for  creating  and  designing  effective  learning  formulas,  perhaps 
you  would  like  to  use  a  structure  that  already  has  been  designed  by  curriculum  specialists.  More  important, 
if  an  idea  has  been  tried,  you  know  whether  or  not  it  works. 

To  build  on  a  model: 

1 .  Determine  your  objectives. 

What  kind  of  experiences  do  you  want  to  offer  the  students?  How  can  you  construct  a  unit  that  gives 
students  a  framework  for  creative  interpretation  and  application? 

2.  Find  out  what  other  groups  have  done,  what  they  plan  to  do. 

3.  Select  one  plan  and  adapt  it  to  your  needs.  Measure  the  value  of  the  plan  for  your  particular  group 
as  you  proceed  with  the  specifics. 

4.  Begin. 
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RESOURCES 


State  Centennial  Office 

The  State  Centennial  Office  is  the  lead  coordinating  agency  for  the  1989  celebration.  By  request,  you  can 

obtain  information  such  as: 

□  A  calendar  of  official  Centennial  events,  projects,  and  publications  (statewide  listing) 

□  A  list  of  Centennial  entertainers  (music,  drama,  performing  arts),  many  of  which  are  appropriate  for 
independent  bookings  at  schools 

□  A  list  of  officially  sanctioned  Centennial  products.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  products  help  pay 
for  the  1989  celebration. 

□  The  Eighty-Niner,  a  bimonthly  newsletter  of  information  about  the  Centennial 

□  List  of  community  affiliates 

□  Information  about  Centennial  Acres,  lapel  pins,  territorial  warrants,  and  other  items.  These  items 
help  raise  funds  for  the  Centennial. 

Contact  the  Centennial  Office,  PO  Box  1989,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59620  (444-1989). 


Community  Affiliates 

Many  Montana  communities — towns,  regions,  counties — have  been  sanctioned  as  official  Centennial 
affiliates,  groups  of  citizens  who  are  helping  to  coordinate  local  or  regional  events.  Your  community  may  be 
one  of  them.  Contact  your  chamber  of  commerce,  local  government  office,  or  the  Centennial  Office  for  names 
and  addresses. 


Museums,  Historical  Societies,  Art  Centers 

These  places  can  be  of  great  help  to  students.  Some  of  the  state  centers,  such  as  the  Montana  Historical 
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Make  it  a  Meaningful 
Centennial  Project 

W  Start  by  looking  backward. 

Look  at  who  you  are — your  roots,  your  values.  What  brought  you  here?  What 
brought  your  parents  here?  What  keeps  you  here? 

Ask  this  of  yourself,  your  students,  parents,  family,  friends,  and  community 
members.  Use  this  tool  to  examine  family  history,  school  history,  and  the  history  of  the 
community  and  state. 

W  Then  look  forward. 

What  do  you  want  for  yourself,  your  students,  your  school,  your  community? 
What  would  make  school  or  community  life  better — what  would  be  your  wish  list? 

You'll  have  a  treasure  of  ideas — some  people  have  come  up  with  over  a  hundred 
ways  to  improve  their  county,  just  by  wishing. 

^  Based  on  your  wish  list ,  pick  one  project  that  will  make  a  wish  come  true. 

Decide  where  to  put  your  efforts  then  focus  your  attention  on  that  project.  If  it's  a 
classroom  project,  have  the  students  participate  in  this  decision.  Coordinate  your  plan 
with  others.  Involve  as  many  segments  of  the  school  and  community  as  possible. 

¥  Celebrate! 

Invite  everyone  you  can  think  of  to  view  your  final  work.  Celebrate  the  past  by 
striding  into  the  future  with  something  to  make  it  better. 
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A  THOUSAND  (OR  MORE)  WAYS 
TO  CELEBRATE  AND  LEARN 


The  ideas  below  are  under  general  categories,  although  some  of  the  best  projects  are 
interdisciplinary.  Adapt  and  extend  these  ideas  as  needed. 

ART  &  INDUSTRIAL  ARTS 

Draw,  sketch,  paint,  or  photograph: 

Scenes  of  Montana,  past  and  present. 

Buildings  in  your  town.  Display  your  work  with  photographs  of  buildings  from  the  past. 

Posters  illustrating  historic  events  or  some  aspect  of  life  in  your  community  in  different  decades. 
Animals,  birds,  insects,  plants,  flowers,  etc.,  of  Montana. 

A  Centennial  mural. 

Posters  and  handbills  advertising  the  Centennial  or  Centennial  events  in  your  school  or  town. 

A  reproduction  of  a  newspaper  page  or  advertisement  of  the  past. 

A  reproduction  of  a  page  from  an  early  textbook. 

An  imaginary  version  of  a  human  habitat  in  the  future  (the  year  2089?)  suitable  to  Montana 
conditions. 

Plan  and  design: 

A  landscape  for  the  entrance  of  your  school,  which  includes  durable  sculpture  pieces  prepared  by 
students. 

An  environmental  area  for  your  school  which  incorporates  sculpture  into  the  natural  landscape. 

A  coat  of  arms  or  crest  that  expresses  the  spirit  of  your  school  or  one  of  its  departments.  (Study  the 
history  of  heraldry  first.) 
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A  poster  and  a  billboard  for  the  Centennial  celebration  in  your  town. 

A  mural  for  an  exterior  wall  of  your  school  relating  to  the  historical  origin  of  the  school  or  community. 
Prepare  a  plan  of  action  for  executing  the  mural  in  acrylics  or  ceramics. 

A  lapel  pin  or  button  with  a  Centennial  motif. 

A  Centennial  postcard. 


Make: 


A  sculpture  of  a  pioneer,  animal,  or  character  in  Montana  history. 

A  model  or  do  an  illustration  of  a  city  in  the  future,  where  no  automobiles  are  found. 

A  model  of  a  contemporary  monument  commemorating  a  significant  event,  public  issue,  or  person. 

A  model  of  a  tipi,  travois,  stage  coach,  steamboat,  sod  house,  log  cabin  or  other  structures  from 
prehistory  and  history. 

A  replica  of  toys  used  by  children  in  the  past. 

A  plan  and  model  of  how  an  area  near  the  school  or  community  can  be  improved  with  a  nature  walk, 
pond,  sculpture,  etc. 

A  "hide"  drawing,  such  as  those  made  by  Indians  on  tipis  or  shields.  Cut  the  shape  from  large  paper 
and  decorate  it  with  design  motifs  and  colors  that  reflect  the  Plains  Indian  culture. 

Replicas  of  various  objects  used  by  pioneers  and  others  in  the  past. 

Papier  mache  figures  dressed  in  costumes  that  depict  their  roles  in  Montana  history. 

Rubbings  from  old  gravestones  in  nearby  cemeteries.  Explain  the  information  you  find  on  the 
gravestones. 

Flower  arrangements  or  specimen  books  using  wildflowers,  weeds,  dried  flowers. 

A  survey  of  architecture  in  one  block  of  your  community  to  find  different  types  of  buildings,  when 
they  were  built,  and  comparisons  with  current  standards. 

Wood,  linoleum,  and  potato  cuts  and  imprint  them  on  note  paper,  wrapping  paper,  or  stationery. 

A  puzzle  of  your  town,  using  available  maps. 

A  trivia  game  using  information  from  your  school  or  communty. 

Indian  masks,  costumes,  dances,  models  of  artifacts.  Design  a  motif  based  on  Indian  symbols  which 
can  be  used  to  enhance  an  item  of  apparel  or  an  interior  design. 

Display: 


Copies  of  the  art  popular  before  Montana  was  settled  by  pioneers,  copies  of  art  popular  during  the 
settling  of  Montana. 
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Student  art  and  project  work. 

Works  of  professional  artists  in  Montana,  with  biographical  information. 

Craft  work  of  many  kinds  by  Montanans — embroidery,  ceramics,  weaving,  carving,  leatherwork,  or 
other  media. 

Postcards,  greeting  cards,  Valentines,  Christmas  cards,  etc.,  from  earlier  days. 

Demonstrate: 

Pottery  making  or  other  craft  methods. 

The  use  of  a  loom,  spinning  wheel,  or  some  other  implement  used  by  our  predecessors. 


Investigate  folk  crafts.  In  every  locality,  you  can  find  people  who  have  hobbies  or  interests  or  particular 
talents  in  various  crafts — artifact  collecting,  quilting,  model  building,  carving,  etc. 

Give  prizes  for  decorated  bicycles  with  the  best  Centennial  theme. 

Conduct  a  "show  and  tell"  program  to  display  and  discuss  cultural  artifacts  belonging  to  your  parents  or 
friends. 

Visit  your  local  historical  musem.  Plan  a  field  trip  to  the  new  Montana  history  exhibit  at  the  Montana 
Historical  Society  in  Helena.  (Call  ahead  for  tour  planning  and  for  materials  the  Society  might  provide 
before  your  visit.) 

Restore  a  local  structure. 

Prepare  a  "Hall  of  Fame"  of  Montana  artists  and  artisans — painters,  photographers,  sculptors,  potters, 
architects,  engineers,  inventors.  Include  a  sample  of  their  work  and  a  biographical  sketch. 


ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  &  READING 

SPEECH,  DRAMA,  JOURNALISM 

Read  and  report  on: 

Humor  of  the  early  West  and  how  it  differs  from  humor  now. 

Utilitarian  folk  beliefs  related  to  home  cures,  remedies,  weather,  cooking,  etc. 

Occupational  folklore,  such  as  how  the  changes  of  the  moon  affect  farm  operations. 

General  folklore — legends,  tales,  beliefs,  supernatural  beliefs. 

Family  folklore.  Every  family  collects  stories,  yarns,  proverbs,  and  recollections  of  their  own,  all 
worthy  of  preserving  and  sharing. 


9 


Creation  myths,  animal  legends,  or  ceremonies  from  Native  Americans.  Do  not  attempt  to  translate 
the  ceremony,  but  give  an  idea  of  what  it  signifies  to  its  participants  and  spectators. 

Early  copies  of  local  newspapers  published  in  your  state  or  community.  Look  for  information  about 
issues,  lifestyles,  and  economy. 

Accounts  of  the  history,  geology,  and  social  and  economic  development  of  your  communty.  How  do 
the  older  versions  differ  from  those  of  today? 

Accounts  of  people — present  and  past — who  have  contributed  to  Montana's  history  and  heritage. 

Stories,  poems,  and  plays  about  life  and  times  in  pioneer  days. 

Selected  items  from  early  issues  of  your  school  bulletin,  newspaper,  annuals,  or  other  publications. 

Letters  and  postcards  written  to  or  received  from  relatives  through  the  years. 

Fables  for  today. 

Graffiti  with  a  Centennial  theme.  No  vandalism  allowed! 

Write  and  share: 

Stories  or  plays  about  historic  events  that  have  occurred  in  your  community.  Look  through  written 
records  in  the  city  hall,  library,  historical  society,  museum,  or  library.  Interview  older  citizens. 

An  essay  expressing  your  feelings  about  Montana,  the  life  you  enjoy,  and  the  ways  in  which  you  can 
help  improve  life  in  your  community. 


Encourage  local  businesses,  organizations,  groups,  and  clubs  to  collect  and  preserve  their  records  and 
photographs,  and  to  write  histories  of  their  organizations  to  be  kept  at  the  historical  society  or  library. 

Record  a  program  of  local  history  to  be  used  on  the  local  radio  station.  Form  committees  to  develop  a  series 
of  programs  on  topics  such  as  literature  of  the  early  West,  changes  in  language  since  pioneer  times,  etc. 

Use  The  Last  Best  Place,  an  anthology  of  Montana  literature  from  Native  American  oral  tradition  to  contem¬ 
porary  writers,  to  show  Montana  writers'  contributions  to  regional  and  national  literature.  (Published  in 
the  fall  of  1988  by  the  Montana  Historical  Society  Press.) 

Re-enact  a  school  day  in  early  Montana.  Find  out  the  name,  place,  and  date  of  the  first  school  in  your  area. 
Some  of  the  early  schools  can  still  be  found.  Where  are  they?  What  do  they  look  like?  How  are  they  being 
used  today? 

Write  and  circulate  a  Centennial  newsletter,  giving  progress  reports  on  projects  in  your  area  and  your  state. 

Include  a  Centennial  column  in  your  school  newspaper  or  bulletin,  or  write  a  series  of  "Y  esterday  and  Today" 
columns  for  your  local  newspaper. 

Produce  a  newspaper  similar  to  one  published  in  the  state's  early  days.  Write  articles  about  events  of  that  time. 
Use  the  language,  advertisements,  and  restaurant  menus  of  the  period. 

Develop  a  historical  narrative  of  your  community.  Obtain  information  from  older  citizens  who  have  lived  in 
the  community  a  long  time.  Include  photographs  you  have  taken  of  historical  sites  or  buildings. 
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Establish  an  attic  and  basement  "treasure  hunt"  for  documents,  maps,  newspapers,  business  and  organiza¬ 
tion  records,  diaries,  public  records,  etc.,  relating  to  local  history.  If  the  owners  do  not  wish  to  donate 
them,  get  permission  to  copy  the  documents. 

Organize  a  speech  contest  with  themes  covering  all  grades  and  depicting  some  part  of  Montana  heritage. 

Write  a  radio  script.  Pretend  you  are  interviewing  someone  knowledgable  about  local  or  state  history. 

Fill  a  box  for  a  cornerstone  of  a  building  being  built  in  1989.  Pretend  the  box  will  be  opened  in  2089.  See  if  you 
can  lock  it  up  somewhere  to  be  opened  at  a  future  date. 

Write  a  scries  of  brief  "living  room"  scenes  depicting  the  same  Montana  family  in  various  decades.  Use  props 
to  show  the  changes.  Dialogue  should  link  family  relationships  and  events  over  the  decades.  Changes  can 
be  shown  by  references  to  people,  places,  and/or  events  in  Montana — music  heard  through  the  years, 
transportation,  tools,  etc. 

Simulate  conversations  which  might  have  been  held  between  persons  of  an  earlier  era,  using  topics  and  issues 
of  the  time.  Suggestions:  Lewis  and  Clark's  first  sight  of  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Missouri;  John  Colter  telling 
a  stranger  about  the  area  now  Yellowstone  National  Park;  Jeannette  Rankin  discussing  with  a  friend  her 
views  on  war. 

Re-enact  a  meeting  of  the  Vigilantes,  the  first  session  of  the  state  legislature,  a  suffragist  meeting,  or  similar 
event. 

Attend  a  meeting  of  the  city  council,  PTA,  teaching  staff.  Young  views  are  needed. 

Pretend  you  were  involved  in  an  event  in  Montana's  history  and  keep  a  diary  of  what  happened. 

Celebrate  holidays  as  they  were  celebrated  in  pioneer  times. 

Prepare  or  participate  in  a  production  of: 

A  series  of  dramatic  readings  of  famous  writings  about  Montana — speeches,  prose,  poetry.  After 
each  reading,  discuss  the  content  in  terms  of  patriotism,  humanitarianism,  individualism,  etc.  Remember 
that  our  values  have  changed  through  the  years. 

A  panel  discussion  on  Montana  authors  and  their  historical  themes.  Discuss  the  authors  who  have 
stressed  characteristics  which  have  made  Montana  what  it  is  today  and  those  which  have  created  myths 
about  life  inMontana  and  the  West. 

The  speech  given  by  Montana  Territorial  delegate  Joseph  K.  Toole  on  January  15,  1889,  urging 
members  of  Congress  to  vote  for  admitting  Montana  and  other  Northwest  states  to  the  Union.  (Excerpts 
from  this  speech,  and  reactions  to  it,  are  reprinted  in  Montana  the  Magazine  of  Western  History,  Autumn 
1987.) 

Children's  drama  with  a  Centennial  theme.  Present  it  to  elementary  groups. 

A  play  with  a  pioneer  theme  or  a  play  about  a  "day  in  the  life:"  Admission  Day  in  Montana, 
November  8,  1889. 

A  TV  script  involving  past  events  or  activities.  The  format  could  be  a  game  show,  drama,  interview, 
etc. 


A  living  diorama  of  historic  events  in  your  area 
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A  radio  script  with  a  "You  Are  There"  format  or  direct  interviews  with  questions  and  answers  about 
events  in  particular  decades. 

A  vaudeville  show  or  old-fashioned  melodrama,  such  as  those  performed  in  mining  camps,  early 
towns,  community  halls,  etc. 

An  actual  play  presented  in  Montana  in  another  decade. 

A  festival  of  the  performing  arts  showing  the  recreation  and  entertainment  of  early  settlers. 


Compile: 


A  literary  brochure  about  Montana  authors.  List  their  contributions  and  excerpts  from  their  works. 
Include  articles  and  stories  about  Montana  by  authors  from  other  places. 

A  scrapbook  of  interesting  news  items  and  articles  about  Montana. 

A  vocabulary  list  of  words  associated  with  pioneer  life  or  of  other  decades.  Show  how  words  from 
ethnic  groups  entered  the  language. 

A  pamphlet  of  local  sites  and  historic  places  for  distribution  to  tourists. 

A  fictional  story  of  your  life,  assuming  you  lived  in  Montana  in  another  decade. 

An  account  of  what  you  might  have  observed  and  felt  if  you  had  been  in  Montana  at  any  time  other 
than  now. 

A  story,  poem,  or  play  about  imagined  situations  or  incidents  in  Montana's  history. 

A  comparison  of  certain  aspects  of  life  as  they  existed  during  each  decade  of  Montana's  statehood 
(e.g.,  health  care,  parenting,  work,  social  life  etc.) 

A  paper  on  journalism  and  news  sources  in  the  various  decades,  comparing  them  wi  th  what  reporters 
do  now. 

A  history  of  theaters  in  Montana. 

A  report  about  your  parents,  grandparents,  or  other  adults  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  Montana. 

Publicity  slogans  and  advertising  which  could  be  placed  on  posters  or  brochures  about  the 
Centennial  or  events  in  your  community. 

A  biographical  study  of  one  or  more  pioneers,  such  as  the  first  territorial  governor  or  a  young  woman 
settling  on  a  prairie  homestead. 

Editorials  relating  to  Montana  history  or  culture. 

A  paper  on  plays  or  musicals  produced  at  your  school  through  the  years,  including  the  cast  of 
characters  and  old  programs,  possibly  reviews. 

An  account  of  what  you  might  have  observed  and  felt  if  you  had  been  a  steamboat  pilot,  an  early 
settler,  nurse,  veterinarian,  railroad  worker,  miner,  merchant,  farmer,  schoolteacher,  etc. 
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Interview: 


Older  residents  of  your  community,  passing  these  oral  history  tapes  on  to  the  library  or  historical 
society. 

Your  parents,  grandparents,  or  other  relatives.  Research  your  geneology  as  far  back  as  you  can. 

A  local  public  official  about  his/her  duties  and  responsibilities — how  they  have  changed  and  will 
change  in  the  future. 


FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  &  MULTICULTURAL  STUDIES 


Write  a  report: 

Tracing  the  role  and  contributions  of  various  ethnic  and  linguistic  groups  in  Montana. 

On  your  community's  ethnic  and  linguistic  heritage. 

The  value  of  foreign  languages  in  the  school  curriculum,  based  on  a  survey  or  opinion  poll  in  your 
school  and  community. 

Tracing  the  origins  of  some  common  words  in  French,  Spanish,  or  other  languages. 

Tracing  Montana  place  names  and  commonly  used  words  of  Native  American  origin. 

On  careers  involving  foreign  language  in  trade,  international  business,  customs,  foreign  service,  etc. 

Translating,  interpreting,  and  tracing  the  historical  significance  of  Latin  inscriptions  and  mottos 
found  on  local  buildings,  statues,  documents,  currency,  or  other  artifacts. 

Tracing  the  changing  attitude  toward  the  study  of  classical  languages  from  1889  to  1989.  Analyze  the 
reasons  for  these  changes. 

Describing  the  major  historical  events  celebrating  the  Centennial,  written  in  a  foreign  language. 

Read: 


Biographies  of  major  figures  of  the  pioneer  period,  describing  how  they  were  influenced  by  a  classical 
education. 

Foreign  langauge  newspapers  and  periodicals  for  news,  commentaries,  etc.,  on  similar  celebrations 
around  the  world. 


Design  and  display  a  pictorial  or  multimedia  presentation  on  how  foreign  cultures  influenced  education, 
architecture,  music,  food,  and  clothing  in  Montana. 

Prepare  a  pamphlet  or  slide-tape  presentation  on  local  or  state  inscriptions  or  mottos;  place  it  in  the  local 
library  or  school  library/ media  center. 

Set  up  a  resource  file  of  people  in  the  community  who  were  bom  in  or  visited  foreign  nations  or  who  are 
interested  in  speaking  to  language  classes. 


Encourage  high  school  students  at  upper  levels  of  modem  language  programs  to  serve  as  guides  to  foreign 
visitors  in  the  area,  especially  those  who  visit  during  our  Centennial  celebration. 

Describe  the  Centennial  and  what  it  means  in  a  letter  to  students  in  Montana's  sister  state  in  japan. 

Interview  people  in  various  professional  areas  to  study  the  usefulness  of  classical  and  modern  languages. 

Arrange  for  language  students  to  teach  a  "mini-course"  in  Latin  to  a  group  of  younger  students  studying 
Greek  and  Roman  civilization.  For  other  language  students,  teach  similar  courses  to  elementary  students 
studying  a  particular  country. 

Write  an  essay,  short  story,  skit,  diary,  etc.,  based  on  typical  celebrations  in  the  classical  world  or  in  a  foreign 
country. 

Set  up  an  "armchair  tour"  of  a  foreign  country,  with  slides,  pictures,  and  pamphlets.  Share  it  with  the 
community  or  library.  What  historical  celebrations  are  observed  in  this  country? 

Prepare  displays,  scrapbook,  slide-tape  presentations,  or  learning  activity  packets,  in  a  foreign  language,  on 
major  events  of  Montana  history  for  use  in  the  school  system. 

Prepare  a  tourist  map  of  your  area  in  several  foreign  languages.  Hold  a  language  "Olympics."  The  events 
might  include  word  games  or  quizes  on  historical  and  literary  figures  of  a  foreign  country. 

Celebrate  the  2,742nd  birthday  of  Rome  on  April  21, 1989,  with  a  Roman  banquet,  play,  or  some  other  event. 

Hold  a  poster  competition  in  several  languages  celebrating  the  Centennial.  Display  the  best  entries  in  a 
shopping  center  or  public  building. 

Identify  various  national  and  foreign  language  associations  in  the  state.  Invite  speakers,  musicians,  dance 
groups,  singers,  etc.,  to  the  school  or  a  community  event. 

Conduct  a  group  research  project  on  education  in  1889,  stressing  the  role  of  classical  language  in  the  school 
and  college  curricula. 


MATHEMATICS  &  SCIENCE 

Prepare  a  report  on: 

The  development  of  communication  in  Montana  (e.g.,  pictographs,  early  mail,  telegraph,  telephone, 
newspaper,  radio,  TV). 

Ranching  and  farming  as  they  may  be  in  the  early  years  of  the  21  st  century.  What  new  developments 
and  problems  can  be  predicted? 

The  kinds  of  animals,  birds,  and  insects  found  in  Montana  and  in  your  area.  Are  they  different  from 
a  hundred  years  ago? 

The  kinds  of  gardens,  fruits,  and  vegetables  that  can  be  grown  in  Montana  and  in  your  area. 

The  kinds  of  farming  in  Montana. 

The  natural  disasters  in  Montana  and  the  steps  taken  to  control  them. 
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The  history  of  public  water  works  in  Montana  and  your  community. 

Medicines  advertised  in  the  past  that  are  no  longer  used  or  are  still  with  us. 

Old  maps,  deeds,  wills,  and  court  records  as  they  reflect  something  about  the  trees,  land,  or 
geographical  features  that  have  since  changed. 

The  doctor,  dental,  and  nursing  services  available  in  your  community  then  and  now. 

The  development  of  our  weather  bureau. 

Adverse  weather  conditions  in  Montana  through  the  years  (tornadoes,  blizzards,  rain  and  hail,  etc.). 

The  development  of  town/ rural  electrification  and  other  energy  sources  in  your  community. 

Kinds  of  soil  found  in  Montana  and  your  area. 

Projecting  your  life  into  the  next  50  years  by  five-  and  ten-year  intervals,  answer  these  questions:  How 
old  will  I  be?  What  will  my  family  be  like?  What  will  transportation,  recreation,  work,  clothing,  food,  and 
housing  be  like?  How  will  my  life  change?  What  technological  advances  will  have  occurred? 

The  kinds  of  plants  found  in  Montana  (grasses,  shrubs,  trees). 

Montana's  geological  history. 

Its  meteorological  history. 

History  of  medicine  and  health  care,  epidemics  and  other  health  problems. 

Significant  scientific  research  carried  out  by  Montanans. 

Areas  of  scientific  learning  available  in  your  community. 

Research  facilities  or  laboratories  in  Montana,  your  community. 

Prices  of  various  articles  advertised  in  newspapers  today  compared  with  previous  years.  Graph  the 
increasing  or  decreasing  costs. 

The  cost  of  setting  up  a  business  today,  including  land,  building,  wages,  inventory,  and  other  costs. 
Compare  this  to  a  similar  business  of  the  past. 

Tracing  the  changes  in  the  way  mathematics  has  been  taught  and  what  has  been  taught  in  the  last  1 00 
years. 

Determining  how  platting  progressed  during  each  decade,  noting  subdivisions  and  additions. 

Comparing  life  spans  of  men,  women,  and  children  during  each  decade  through  research  of  old 
obituaries,  tombstones,  etc. 

Comparing  the  cost  of  various  kinds  of  transportation  through  the  years. 

Determining  and  comparing  the  cost  of  feeding  a  family  of  four  today  with  the  cost  in  several 
previous  decades. 
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Chart: 


Population  changes  in  your  community  since  pioneer  days. 

The  economic  growth  of  the  town  or  area  during  each  decade. 

The  cost  of  utilities  through  the  years. 

Salaries  paid  various  professions  and  workers  through  the  years. 

Show  on  a  map: 

Your  town's  water  and  sewage  systems. 

The  location  of  your  community's  communication  services. 

The  location  of  major  science-related  businesses  and  health  facilities  in  your  community,  such  as 
utilities,  hospitals,  doctor  and  dental  offices,  pharmacies,  research  stations,  laboratories,  manufacturers/ 
distributors  of  scientific  equipment,  etc. 

Where  different  kinds  of  trees  can  be  seen  throughout  your  community;  if  possible,  determine  their 
origin — native  to  Montana  or  introduced? 

Drought  and/or  flood  areas  in  your  community  and  Montana.  Use  chronologies. 


Make: 


A  seed  chart  of  the  fruits  and  vegetables  in  your  area. 

A  seed  chart  of  grasses  and  grains  grown  in  Montana. 

A  soil  sample  chart. 

A  collection  of  leaves  from  trees  in  your  area  and  Montana. 

A  chart  showing  weather  changes  over  a  ten-year  period. 

A  Hall  of  Fame  of  scientists  from  Montana  with  a  brief  account  of  their  accomplishments. 

A  collection  or  exhibit  that  shows  any  of  the  following  Montana  flora  and  fauna;  display  your  exhibit 
to  school,  parent,  or  community  groups. 

mammals  birds 

wildflowers  trees 

endangered  species 

A  videotape  of  any  of  the  above  to  be  shown  to  the  groups. 

A  garden  typical  of  pioneer  days. 

A  chart  with  examples  of  food  and  medicinal  plants  used  by  early  Montana  tribes. 
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Explore  the  history  of  Montana's  natural  resources  and  how  their  development  and  conservation  affect 
people's  lives.  A  good  resource:  Natural  Resources  in  Montana 's  History,  available  from  the  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  1520  6th  Ave.,  Helena  59620. 

Plant  a  tree  for  future  generations  to  enjoy.  Talk  to  a  forester  or  agricultural  agent  about  your  selection.  Hold 
a  dedication  ceremony. 

Prepare  a  booklet  of  work  problems  from  arithmetic  books  over  the  years.  Have  students  work  out  solutions 
and  include  them  in  an  answer  section.  (For  example,  "a  page  of  math  problems  from  1902...") 

Acquire  a  piece  of  little-used  land  and  establish  a  bird  and  wildlife  sanctuary,  establishing  conditions  for 
suitable  wildlife  habitat. 

Investigate  the  problem  of  water  and  air  pollution  and  energy  needs  for  local,  sta  te,  and  out-of-state  pu rpo ses . 
Conduct  a  debate  on  the  wisdom  of  nuclear  power  for  Montana  or  strip  mining  in  the  state. 

Help  excavate  historic  or  archaeological  sites  for  information  not  otherwise  available. 

Find  out  all  you  can  about  dinosaur  digs  in  Montana,  starting  with  information  from  the  Museum  of  the 
Rockies  in  Bozeman. 

Give  children  the  opportunity  to  invent  their  own  games  by  using  stones.  Stones  were  commonly  used  by 
children  in  the  past. 

Investigate  games  played  by  early  Native  American  children. 

Compile  statistics  on  population  and  economic  trends  for  your  county.  Write  newspaper  editorials  relating 
these  trends. 

Select  an  area  of  public  land.  Develop  a  plan  for  improving  and  beautifying  that  area  as  a  "Centennial  park." 
Identify  long-term  goals  and  immediate  actions  needed.  Enlist  the  support  of  others  and  put  your  plan 
into  operation.  Make  that  site  better  for  future  Montanans. 

Did  you  know  that  Yellowstone  National  Park  is  "older”  than  the  state?  Investigate  the  history  of  Montana's 
national  parks,  monuments,  and  recreation  areas  through  the  statehood  years.  For  Yellowstone,  you 
might  participate  in  the  "Expedition  Yellowstone"  program  available  to  schools  through  the  National 
Park  Service  (Division  of  Interpretation,  National  Park  Service,  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming 
82190). 


MUSIC 


Make  a  report  on: 

The  kind  of  music  and  dances  found  during  each  preceding  ten-year  period  back  to  pioneer  times. 

The  songs  taught  to  school  children  through  the  years.  Refer  to  old  songbooks;  interview  teachers, 
retired  teachers,  parents. 

The  kinds  of  musical  programs  presented  in  the  schools  through  the  years. 

The  musical  background  of  people  in  your  community. 

A  survey  of  the  musical  interests  at  different  grade  levels. 
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The  history  of  musical  organizations  in  your  area  or  in  Montana — symphony  orchestras,  vocal 
groups,  bands,  etc. 

Music  shows  which  have  toured  Montana  through  the  years. 

Perform: 

In  an  old-fashioned  band  concert. 

A  concert  featuring  music  of  patriotic  holidays  not  generally  celebrated,  such  as  Flag  Day,  Pioneer 
Day,  etc. 

Innovative  music  written  by  contemporary  Montana  composers.  (Check  with  local  music  groups  or 
universities  or  colleges  for  names  of  composers.) 

Innovative  music  written  by  students. 

Music  from  the  Montana  Folk  Songbook  or  Range  Rhymes  and  Bunkhouse  Ballads,  available  from  the 
Montana  Folklife  Project,  Montana  Arts  Council,  35  Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena  59620. 

Create  or  construct: 

New  forms  of  musical  expression. 

Musical  instruments  used  during  pioneer  days. 

Musical  instruments  of  your  own  design. 

Music  for  a  Centennial  song. 

Music  about  different  events  in  Montana  history. 

Organize: 

A  group  of  strolling  balladeers  or  folksingers  singing  ballads  popular  during  Montana's  early  years. 
A  contest  for  the  best  Centennial  song  about  your  town. 

A  statewide  Centennial  band  contest. 


Investigate  innovative  music  (e.g.,  electronic  music,  experimental  musical  theater,  chance  music). 

Research  the  contributions  of  musicians  in  early  Montana  (musicians  in  the  church  or  at  patriotic  events,  town 
bands,  entertainers)  and,  in  general,  the  role  of  musicians  in  entertaining  early  settlers. 

Interview  music  teachers  and  music  directors  about  their  assignments. 

Prepare  a  Hall  of  Fame  of  outstanding  Montana  musicians  since  the  Territory  was  first  settled,  including  a 
brief  biographical  sketch  and  picture,  if  possible. 

Write  a  new  state  song  or  ballad. 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  &  RECREATION 


Write  a  report  on: 

Schools'  secondary  physical  education  programs  during  each  decade  in  Montana's  statehood 
history. 

Schools'  elementary  physical  education  programs  during  each  decade  in  Montana's  statehood 
history. 

Contrasting  sports  apparel  of  the  various  periods — illustrated,  possibly,  with  drawings,  photo¬ 
graphs,  or  replicas. 

The  popularity  of  different  sports  through  the  years. 

Sports,  such  as  the  different  kinds  of  sports  that  have  been  available  to  students,  the  win  and  loss 
records,  the  location  of  contests,  etc. 

Tracing  the  rule  changes  in  any  particular  sport  through  the  years  and  analyzing  their  effect  on  the 
sport. 

Outstanding  players  in  various  sports  through  the  years  in  Montana.  If  possible,  include  a  brief 
biography  and  picture. 

The  kinds  of  physical  education  demonstrations  that  have  been  presented  in  your  school  through  the 
years. 

Make  a  chart: 

Of  the  sports  or  related  activities  that  start  in  the  elementary  school,  continue  through  junior  high, 
high  school,  and  college,  and  culminate  in  professional  athletics. 

Of  the  sports  and  activities  available  to  youth  or  adults  and  classify  as  active  or  quiet,  participant  or 
spectator,  contact  or  not,  amusement  or  health  enhancing,  etc. 

Organize: 

Snow  (sled,  ski)  races  to  raise  funds  for  other  projects. 

An  old-fashioned  winter  carnival  with  prizes  for  best  skaters,  snow  sculptures,  etc. 

An  old-fashioned  skating  party  or  hay  ride. 

An  old-fashioned  square  dance  or  square  dance  festival. 

A  boat  or  float  trip  at  a  nearby  lake  or  river. 

Participate  in  physical  education  programs  featuring  activities  and  perhaps  costumes  from  different  decades. 

Learn  dances  popular  in  earlier  times. 

Have  younger  students  make  and  use  early  recreational  equipment,  such  as  hoops  and  sticks,  stilts,  tops, 
nutshell  boats,  kites,  whistles,  marbles  and  pouches. 
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Show  elementary  students  old  games:  horseshoe  pitching,  run  sheep  run,  tug  of  war,  hide  and  go  seek,  blind 
man's  bluff,  jump  rope,  leap  frog,  hopscotch,  tag,  singing  games,  arm  and  leg  wrestling,  pole  driving, 
washer  pitching,  etc.  Hold  contests  for  youth  groups  from  different  schools. 

Develop  a  game  in  which  students  pick  out  historic  sites  on  a  map. 

Use  a  Centennial  theme  for  homecoming  and  half-time  celebrations. 

Conduct  research  to  discover  the  form  of  recreation  most  popular  in  your  region  in  the  state's  early  days. 
Compare  and  contrast  the  use  of  leisure  time  then  and  now. 

Write  a  description  of  recreation  and  relate  it  to  farming,  ranching,  or  other  livelihoods  common  in  your  area. 


SOCIAL  STUDIES 


Prepare  a  report  on: 

Various  Montana  laws  that  have  extended  civil  rights  to  its  citizens.  Discuss  the  circumstances  that 
led  to  the  enactment  of  these  laws. 

The  symbols  found  on  the  state  seal  and  flag.  What  do  these  symbols  mean  today? 

The  Homestead  Act  and  the  Preemption  Laws  and  their  effect  on  the  settlement  of  Montana,  noting 
especially  the  reports  of  the  U.S.  Land  Office. 

The  role  of  the  Missouri  River  in  the  growth  and  development  of  Montana. 

The  Centennial  itself.  What  are  the  major  issues  of  our  times?  How  are  Montanans  reacting  to  these 
things? 

How  different  elements  of  our  society  react  to  the  Centennial.  For  example,  what  did  statehood  mean 
to  various  Indian  tribes? 

The  reasons  for  significant  population  growth  and  decline  in  Montana  at  different  periods  in  history. 

The  coming  of  the  railroad. 

Every  single  "first"  that  took  place  in  Montana  or  in  your  area  (for  example,  the  first  woman  elected 
to  Congress,  the  first  to  climb  a  nearby  peak,  etc.). 

The  coming  of  immigrants  to  Montana  and  their  contributions. 

The  penalties  and  fines  or  punishments  in  early  Montana  and  old  laws  still  on  the  books  in  your  town. 

The  role  of  Native  Americans  in  the  development  of  Montana. 

Opening  entries  in  a  land  abstract  of  your  area  and  what  they  tell. 

Early  customs  of  courting  and  marriage  in  the  state. 
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Local  government  through  each  decade. 

A  complete  chronology  of  historical  events  important  to  your  town  or  area — the  coming  of  the 
railroads,  mining  activities,  building  of  important  facilities,  voting  rights  for  women,  etc.  Share  this 
chronology  with  your  community  through  your  newspaper  or  a  public  event. 

What  advertisements  tell  about  Montana's  development. 

Experiences  of  early  settlers. 

Struggles  between  farmers  and  railroads,  between  farmers  and  ranchers. 

Land  speculation  in  Montana. 

Development  of  Montana's  national  parks. 

Economic  effects  of  wheat  in  Montana.  When  was  it  introduced?  How  did  it  affect  the  economy? 
people's  lives? 

The  history  of  public  services  in  Montana,  such  as: 

water  supply  fire  protection 

sewage  police  protection 

power  public  health  services 

streets  public  transportation 

Development  of  religious  and  cultural  centers  in  your  community  through  the  years. 

Kinds  of  work  available  in  your  community  through  the  years. 

Kinds  of  businesses  that  were  important  at  one  time  in  your  community  but  have  since  disappeared. 

Kinds  of  careers,  occupations,  businesses,  and  professions  available  in  your  community  today. 

Comparative  prices  among  ten-year  periods  for  food,  clothing,  entertainment,  land,  transportation, 
etc. 


The  role  of  family  members  and  their  tasks  during  each  decade. 

Development  of  education  in  your  community  and  in  Montana.  For  example,  in  1989  Montana 
schools  will  have  new  standards  for  accreditation.  What  will  they  mean  to  you?  your  school?  (For 
information,  contact  Project  Excellence,  State  Board  of  Public  Education,  33  Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena 
59620.) 

Past  agricultural,  shipping,  and  recreational  centers  in  your  area  that  are  no  longer  operating.  What 
happened  to  these  centers? 

The  Depression  in  Montana. 

The  construction  of  buildings  during  each  decade.  Try  to  locate  as  many  existing  buildings  as 
possible,  representing  each  decade. 

Development  of  different  modes  of  transportation  and  their  influence  on  your  community. 
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What  life  was  like  in  your  community  during  any  ten-year  period— buildings  constructed  or 
demolished,  special  activities  for  recreation,  external  events  that  affected  community  life,  etc. 

Predict  future  changes  in  hunting  regulations  which  are  likely  to  occur  as  a  result  of  environmental 
changes  and  concerns. 

Ways  in  which  children  were  taught  in  Montana  when  it  was  settled.  How  did  schools  differ  from 
your  school  in  ways  of  paying  expenses,  games  and  sports,  curriculum,  education  of  girls,  methods  of 
discipline,  religious  instruction,  physical  plant,  and  methods  of  instruction? 

The  residents  of  Montana  in  1889  and  what  was  known  of  this  area  at  the  time. 

Place  names  of  Montana  and  their  origins. 

All  local  historical  sites,  public  buildings,  houses,  businesses,  etc.  Make  copies  of  your  report 
available  to  your  local  historical  society  or  library.  If  they  were  built  between  1864  and  1889,  suggest  them 
to  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  in  Helena  for  possible  listing  as  an  official  Centennial  Site 
Photograph  these  buildings  if  possible. 

On  a  map: 


Of  Montana,  show  the  location  of  various  industries  in  different  decades. 

Of  your  community,  show  its  physical  growth,  indicating  the  original  townsite,  additions  through 
the  years,  and  possible  future  trends. 

Of  your  area,  show  either  historical  or  geographical  development. 

Of  your  area,  show  landmarks  that  can  be  seen  today  (parks,  depots,  churches,  stores,  homes,  etc.). 

Of  your  community,  show  former  businesses  in  residential  areas  of  your  community  (or  vice  versa) 

such  as  grocery  stores,  barber  shops,  etc.  Refer  to  old  city  directories,  telephone  books,  or  interviews  with 
senior  citizens. 

Show  the  location  of  various  industries  and  businesses  today. 

Show  the  early  street  names  with  a  short  biography  of  persons  whose  names  were  used. 

Show  the  routes  of  early  explorers  and  significant  historical  points. 

Show  the  percentages  of  foreign-born  population  in  the  state  at  given  times. 

Show  the  major  routes  of  transportation  coming  into  your  state  and  community. 

Show  the  physical  growth  of  your  city  or  town  by  decades. 

Show  the  progress  of  early  railroad  lines  in  Montana. 

Show  both  of  the  Great  North  Trails  and  explain  their  differences  and  significance. 


Make: 


A  jigsaw  puzzle  of  your  area. 
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Old-time  political  cartoons  with  captions  to  match  or  captions  for  modem  situations. 

A  timeline  of  events  in  Montana. 

A  series  of  dioramas  presenting  significant  events  in  Montana's  history. 

A  Hall  of  Fame  of  men  and  women  who  have  contributed  to  Montana's  growth  and  development. 

A  list  of  famous  people  from  Montana  and  their  accomplishments  elsewhere. 

A  representation  (model,  drawing)  comparing  the  "then  and  now"  of  buildings  such  as  the  public 
library,  post  office,  fire  department,  community  center,  grange,  etc. 

A  video  of  the  history  of  Montana  or  your  community.  On  the  elementary  level,  do  a  mural  on 
butcher-type  paper. 

A  mural  of  past  events. 

A  mural  of  today  in  Montana  or  your  community. 

Prepare  a  chart  showing: 

Agricultural  production  in  Montana  through  the  years. 

Financial  growth,  economic  growth,  etc. 

Volume  of  freight  shipments  at  different  periods,  by  steamboat,  railroad,  bus,  airplane,  truck,  etc. 
Construction  dates  of  buildings  for  particular  businesses  or  industries. 

Important  events  that  happened  since  your  school  was  opened. 

Chart  the  following  by  decade  and  show  or  discuss  the  factors  that  influenced  the  patterns  you 
discover: 


population  growth 

school  enrollments 

mineral  production 

business  and  industry  growth/ decline 


HOME  ECONOMICS 


Show  elementary  students  examples  and  methods  of  making  the  following: 


Hooked  rugs 
Braided  rugs 
Dried  apple  or 
potato  dolls 
Corn  cob  or 
husk  dolls 
Rag  dolls 


Nut  dolls 
Pomander  balls 
Candles 
Soap 
Puppets 
Dried  flowers 
Willow  whistles 
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Prepare  a  report  on: 

The  appearance  of  the  kitchen  table  in  days  when  Montana  was  settled. 

The  appearance  of  the  rest  of  the  furniture.  Who  made  it?  What  did  they  use  for  materials?  How  was 
it  finished? 

What  furniture  did  they  use  then  that  we  don't  use  now? 

Pioneer  foods  and  their  preparation,  including  the  foods  of  various  ethnic  groups. 

The  prices  of  food  as  shown  in  price  lists  in  advertising  at  various  times  in  the  past  100  years. 
Differences  in  clothing  and  fashions  through  the  years. 

Differences  in  home  and  family  life  through  the  years. 

Differences  in  recreation  and  social  life  through  the  years. 

Design  and  construct: 

Period  apparel  for  dolls  and  puppets. 

Rag  dolls  in  traditional  patterns. 

Period  wearing  apparel  to  be  worn  during  the  Centennial. 

A  cross-stitch  sampler. 

A  patchwork  quilt. 

Have  a  needlework  competition  with  Centennial  themes. 

Learn  to  knit,  loom,  crochet,  quilt,  mend,  patch,  do  various  embroidery  stitches,  etc. 

Stage  an  old-fashioned  fashion  show,  showing  contrasts  between  then  and  now. 

Have  an  old-fashioned  ice  cream  social. 

Have  a  quilting  bee,  showing  use  of  quilting  frames  and  hoops. 

Have  a  dress-a-doll  contest  using  historical  figures  as  models,  then  sell  the  dolls  to  raise  funds  for  other 

projects. 

Have  a  tasting  party  of  foods  from  a  particular  decade. 

Organize  an  old-time  picnic,  potluck  supper,  or  box  social. 

Prepare  a  cookbook  with  foods  which  were  important  during  each  decade. 

Sponsor  a  floral  contest  with  special  prizes  for  traditional  entries. 

Demonstrate  the  milking  of  a  cow,  churning  of  butter,  etc.  Eat  the  fresh  butter  with  homemade  bread. 


24 


Conduct  classes  on  early  Montana  recipes,  classes  for  recipes  unique  to  Montana,  classes  for  ethnic  recipes 
of  your  area. 

Have  a  contest  for  the  best  decorated  cake  with  a  Centennial  theme. 


Give  a  demonstration  using  flowers,  herbs,  and  spices  as  medicines  and  cosmetics. 


VOCATIONAL,  BUSINESS  &  CAREER  EDUCATION 


Collect  cattle  brands  and  make  a  map  showing  the  location  of  early  settlers  around  your  community. 

Search  out  people  with  experience  in  farming  or  ranching  in  your  community.  Record  on  tape  or  in  written 
form  their  experiences  as  farmers  and  ranchers,  including  changes  they  have  noted  in  their  lifetimes. 

Do  the  same  for  business  people  in  your  community. 

Compare  the  print  shop  of  early  Montana  with  the  print  shop  of  today.  Evaluate  the  changes  that  have 
occurred  and  the  technology  involved. 

Develop  a  traveling  exhibit  showing  how  leather  is  tanned  and  take  it  to  the  grade  schools  in  your  area. 

Design  displays  on  the  history  of  businesses  and  encourage  local  merchants  to  exhibit  them  in  their  show 
windows. 

Prepare  a  report  tracing  the  importance  of  irrigation  to  Montana's  economy. 

Prepare  a  report  predicting  future  legislation  that  could  affect  business,  industry,  labor,  and  the  trades  in  your 
area. 

Identify  the  federal,  state,  and  local  legislation  during  the  19th  and  20th  centuries  that  has  affected  business, 
industry,  labor,  and  the  trades.  Conduct  a  panel  discussion  that  highlights  the  effects  of  the  legislation 
on  Montana's  industrial  growth  and  development. 

Publish  a  newsletter  article  predicting  an  innovative  business  venture  for  your  area. 

Forecast  the  future  of  some  business,  industry,  labor,  or  trade  in  your  area. 

Prepare  a  report  showing  the  changes  in  the  teaching  of  business  from  early  days  until  now. 

Investigate  and  demonstrate  how  lobbying  for  legislation  affects  business,  industry,  labor,  and  the  trades. 

Make  a  scrapbook,  special  bulletin  board  display,  tape  recording,  and  transparencies  that  highlight  the 
contribution  of  a  particular  leader  in  business,  industry,  labor,  or  the  trades. 

Have  an  old-fashioned  threshing  bee  to  demonstrate  early  day  farm  methods.  Demonstrate  how  soap  was 
made  in  the  home. 

Conduct  a  class  discussion  on  what  economic  democracy  really  is. 
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LIBRARY 


Display: 


A  history  corner  with  artifacts  and  memorabilia. 

Documents,  books,  and  maps  relating  to  the  settling  of  the  West. 

Class  or  departmental  Centennial  exhibits. 

Pictures  and  books  on  the  history  of  libraries  in  America  or  of  printing  and  publishing  in  Montana. 
Pictures  of  what  life  was  like  in  1889. 

Slides  on  the  history  of  your  area  or  the  history  of  Montana.  Coordinate  with  books  on  the  same 
topics. 

Student  projects  submitted  by  teachers  in  your  school. 

Items  from  newspapers  of  the  past  or  present. 

A  map  of  Montana  people  and  events,  such  as: 

Birthplaces  of  Montana  authors 

The  locations  of  actions  of  stories  set  in  Montana 

Actions  told  in  histories  of  Montana  (for  example,  Chief  Joseph’s  flight  as  told  in  I  Will  Fight 
No  More  Forever,  or  the  sections  of  Madison  County  portrayed  in  Hughie  Call's  Golden  Fleece ) 

Early  or  special  libraries  in  Montana 

A  significant  local  event  (such  as  the  theft  and  relocation  of  the  Fallon  County  seat) 


Develop: 

A  bibliography  of  pioneer  literature  and  the  history  of  your  area. 

A  "Centennial  Bookshelf"  stocked  with  books  on  local  and  state  history. 

A  book  review  project  in  which  students  review  books  of  local  interest.  Ask  your  newspaper  to 
publish  these  reviews. 

A  "Tour  of  Montana  Via  Books,"  such  as  When  You  and  I  Were  Young,  Whitefish;  The  Generous  Years; 
Thrashin'  Time;  Up  on  the  Rim;  This  House  of  Sky;  and  others. 

Circulate  a  news  bulletin  which  includes  Centennial  news  and  a  list  of  new  acquisitions. 

A  display  of  books  relating  to  the  ethnic  heritage  of  your  area. 

A  speaker  on  Montana  or  some  part  of  our  heritage. 

The  development  of  a  "Montana  Room"  in  your  school. 

A  bicycle  and  tricycle  parade  involving  everyone. 

A  clean-up  program  of  your  community,  the  houses  and  yards  of  the  citizens,  nature  paths,  or 
campsites  in  the  area. 
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A  pioneer  picnic  or  contribute  to  one  already  held  in  your  area. 


Awards  can  be  given  for  the  most  comprehensive  study  of  a  particular  year  of  early  Montana  history. 

Identify  places  in  your  community  where  historic  persons  have  lived,  visited,  appeared,  or  worked.  With 
permission  from  the  owners,  erect  a  plaque  identifying  the  relevant  facts,  events,  and  dates. 

Identify  "Centennial  Sites"  in  your  area — farms,  ranches,  homes,  or  buildings  erected  between  1864  and  1 889. 
Help  the  owners  complete  official  forms  for  nominating  these  sites  to  a  special  Centennial  listing.  (For 
the  forms,  write:  State  Historic  Preservation  Office,  Montana  Historical  Society,  225  N.  Roberts,  Helena, 
MT  59620.) 

Mark  old  trails,  buffalo  jumps,  Indian  sites  in  your  area. 

Research  the  ways  of  raising  funds  used  during  pioneer  days.  Raise  funds  in  a  similar  manner,  and  use  the 
money  to  support  other  Centennial  projects. 

Make  a  community  flag. 

To  raise  funds,  have  an  "  '89"  sale,  with  89  cents  as  the  last  two  digits  of  the  price. 

Wear  Centennial  pins. 

Adopt  a  senior  citizen  for  a  day. 

Spend  a  day  in  1989  with  no  modern  luxuries. 

Unmarked  local  historical  sites  or  graves  can  be  marked,  accompanied  by  an  appropriate  ceremony. 

Talk  to  your  parents  and  members  of  the  generation  preceding  that  of  your  parents  about  their  attitudes 
toward  work,  neighbors,  America,  and  their  personal  aspirations.  Write  a  composition  comparing  these 
values  with  your  own.  Relate  differences  in  values  to  changes  in  your  community. 

Have  an  auction  of  Centennial  art  and  artifacts  to  raise  money  for  other  projects. 

Design  and  work  to  establish  a  monument  to  a  local  ethnic  group  or  groups  who  have  contributed  to  your 
town  or  area. 

Revive  an  old  festival  peculiar  to  your  area  and  celebrate  it  with  a  parade,  old  autos,  machinery,  games,  and 
a  carnival. 

Provide  picnic  tables  and  flower  boxes  for  local  parks. 

Hold  youth  and  adult  discussions  on  a  number  of  books  about  the  history  of  Montana. 

Have  student  librarians  design  and  create  bookmarks  with  a  Centennial  theme. 

In  elementary  libraries,  plan  storytelling  time  around  historic  or  local  themes. 

Characters  or  scenes  from  books  may  be  drawn,  modeled,  carved,  silhouetted,  or  cut  out  and  displayed 
according  to  occasion  or  demand.  In  one  school,  such  characters  are  mounted  and  filed  for  reference  and 
class  use.  In  another  school,  the  figures  were  worked  out  by  committees  in  the  several  rooms  after  favorite 
characters  had  been  chosen  and  then  used  in  individual  rooms  under  various  circumstances. 
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Scenes  from  books  may  be  made  in  replica.  An  example  might  be  the  meeting  of  Lewis  and  Clark  with 
Sacajawea  or  the  meeting  of  the  first  state  legislature. 

The  making  of  friezes  or  murals  is  another  activity  of  the  same  sort.  Book  characters,  designed  and  executed 
by  students,  may  be  featured  in  the  lower  grades;  scenes  from  history  may  be  used  in  the  high  school. 
Friezes  should  seldom  be  painted  directly  on  the  walls  or  in  any  way  be  planned  as  permanent 
decorations.  The  execution  of  permanent  wall  decora  tions  is  expensive.  Keeping  them  clean  is  a  problem, 
and  interest  in  them  wanes.  While  well  done,  they  may  not  deserve  to  be  kept  forever. 

Make  illustrations  for  library  books  about  Montana  or  a  series  of  cartoons  telling  the  story  in  a  book. 

Models  illustrative  of  or  drawn  from  books  make  fine  displays  and  engage  interest  and  attention.  Some 
suggestions  are:  a  sod  shanty  from  settler  days,  a  covered  wagon  from  The  Way  West,  or  mockups  of 
hunting  and  gathering  tools  in  Indian  Montana  or  during  early  settlement. 

Design  book  jackets,  book  plates,  and  bookmarks  commemorating  the  Centennial  and  appropriate  for  books 
of  western  history. 

Make  costume  plates  in  colors  for  books  lacking  appropriate  illustrations. 

Introduce  students  to  books  about  Montana. 


EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBITS 

Types  of  exhibits  which  can  be  incorporated  into  school  and  community  Centennial  programs  include: 

Models  (replicas  of  buildings,  vehicles,  firearms,  tools,  etc.). 

Dioramas  (miniature  scenes  depicting  events  or  activities). 

Period  settings — reconstructions  of  rooms,  street  scenes,  businesses,  agricultural  operations,  and  other 
activities.  These  are  especially  effective  if  accompanied  by  live  demonstrations  of  crafts  and  other 
activities. 

Traveling  exhibits  and  loan  kits  can  be  prepared  and  sent  to  various  locations  in  the  community,  or  they  can 
be  exhibits  or  collections  borrowed  from  another  museum,  which  tour  statewide  for  exhibit. 

Photographic  exhibits  should  consist  of  quality  photographic  enlargements  competently  mounted  and  hung. 
These  may  include  photographs  of  historic  sites,  manuscripts,  maps,  paintings,  portraits,  vehicles, 
weapons,  costumes,  uniforms,  utensils,  and  the  decorative  arts.  This  technique  can  also  be  used  for  a 
'then  and  now"  series  of  photographs  of  the  local  community.  The  photographs  can  also  be  used  as  a 
background  for  the  display  of  objects. 

Videotapes  of  historic  sites,  craft  exhibits,  crafting  demonstrations,  etc.,  can  be  circulated  to  schools  and  local 
clubs. 

If  your  class  plans  a  field  trip  during  the  year,  give  it  a  Centennial  flavor — visit  local  museums,  art  centers, 
or  galleries,  or  take  a  trip  to  one  of  the  state's  major  historical  museums. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  ANYBODY  AND  EVERYBODY 


Stage: 


An  old-time  magic  or  medicine  show. 

A  costume  ball  with  a  Centennial  theme. 

A  Centennial  festival  with  music,  dances,  plays,  art  exhibits,  curriculum  displays,  etc. 

A  dramatic  "happening"  with  the  reading  of  early  Montana  documents,  poems,  newspapers,  letters, 
and  diaries. 

Sponsor: 


A  "decorate  your  denims"  day  at  school  with  a  prize  for  best  Centennial  theme. 

A  contest  to  find  the  best  local  picture  taken  before  1920. 

A  film  festival  at  a  local  theater  of  movies  on  the  early  West. 

A  booth  at  the  county  fair.  Sell  local  histories,  cookbooks  of  local  interest,  souvenirs,  crafts. 

A  videotape  featuring  your  own  community. 

Find  out  what  your  local  museum  or  library  needs  for  improvement  and  work  to  help  them  obtain  it. 

Obtain  permission  and  landscape  some  overlooked  public  area  such  as  an  overpass,  right-of-way,  or  other 
area. 

Display  Centennial  bumper  stickers. 

Compile  a  school  Centennial  anthology  including  selected  original  stories,  poems,  plays,  and  songs  created 
by  the  students. 

Have  a  "one-room  school"  day  with  each  teacher's  classroom  providing  some  activity  or  material  in  a 
particular  room  in  the  school.  You  could  have  each  classroom  represent  a  different  decade  in  design, 
materials,  and  activities  with  the  children  from  all  of  the  other  classrooms  visiting  and  participating  in 
some  of  the  activities  in  each  room. 

If  your  school  is  a  one-room  school,  represent  it  with  materials  and  activities  over  the  decades.  Write  a  story 
about  your  school  and  send  it  to  students  in  the  biggest  school  in  Montana. 

Have  the  students  and  teachers  dress  like  pioneers  or  people  from  early  decades. 

Photograph  students  and  faculty  in  pioneer  garb  and  use  it  in  the  yearbook. 

Use  a  Centennial  theme  for  your  school  yearbook. 

Organize  a  group  to  give  special  children's  plays  on  the  pioneer  West.  Write  your  own  plays. 

"Street  Art" — blank  walls  in  urban  areas  where  nearby  building  ha  ve  been  demolished  can  be  decorated  with 
paintings. 
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Public  buildings  (lobbies,  halls,  and  stairways)  can  be  decorated  with  murals  and  other  art  works  and  crafts 
from  different  eras. 

A  ballet  based  on  the  early  West  or  a  Native  American  legend  could  be  commissioned  and  performed.  Check 
with  the  Centennial  Office  for  listings  of  official  entertainers. 

Students  could  videotape  agricultural,  industrial,  or  other  vanishing  craft  activities. 

Help  your  county  fair  organizers  or  sponsors  of  a  local  festival  use  a  Centennial  theme  for  their  1989  event. 

Photograph  all  your  Centennial  activities — on  either  movie  or  still  film — and  place  the  film  in  the  local 
historical  society  to  be  shown  at  a  Centennial  celebration. 

Organize  workshops  on  19th-century  crafts  for  both  children  and  adults. 

Have  essay  contests  or  summer  reading  programs  on  early  Montana. 

Give  an  award  for  a  substantial  work  on  an  aspect  of  Montana  history. 

Organize  creative  arts  activities  for  children  on  Saturdays,  such  as  making  a  relief  map  of  the  area  showing 
topography,  history,  industries,  transportation,  and  people. 

Organize  a  pioneer  life  experience  for  children.  They  can  wear  pioneer  costumes  (which  they  may  make 
themselves),  prepare  pioneer  food  with  early-day  utensils  and  equipment,  learn  crafts,  sing  ballads  and 
songs  of  the  period  and,  in  some  cases,  actually  live  in  a  simulated  pioneer  camp  for  a  period  of  time. 

Develop  folksong  programs  for  children,  tying  the  songs  into  regional  history  and  showing  museum  artifacts 
mentioned  in  the  songs. 

Clean  up  and  tabulate  graves  in  an  abandoned  cemetery  in  your  area.  Investigate  its  history. 

Hold  clothing  and  food  drives  for  the  needy. 

Have  a  Thanksgiving  Harvest  in  which  you  gather  food  for  others. 
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